
Quality aircraft since 1974

ZENAIR LTD, HURONIA AIRPORT, MIDLAND, ONTARIO, CANADA L4R 4K8

TEL:(705) 526-2871 - FAX:(705)526-8022 

MANDATORY ACTION – SAFETY ALERT

DEC 06 2021

Issue Date 
DEC 06, 2021

Subject/Purpose 
CH 601 and CH 650 series canopy secondary latch installation required.

Affected Models 
All low wing (CH 601 and CH 650 series) models with bubble canopies.

Compliance Time 
Install before next flight.

Inspection Frequency
Part of the pre-flight inspection and Annual (on-going).

Background
There continue to be reports of CH601, CH601XL and CH650 aircraft canopies opening in flight. 
The canopy system when closed properly works well. A video was released in 2008 showing the 
entry and canopy closing. The latches need to be firmly pushed closed before engine is started. 
https://youtu.be/ivf1DIW5vgg 

AMD 601 POH at 
http://www.newplane.com/amd_downloads/MASTER_AMD_POH_601_650_Nov-
09_at_1320lbs.pdf  
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In the AMD 601 POH. 

Section 6.2 and 6.9 addresses the emergency procedure when a canopy opens in flight. 
Section 7 (H) addresses the canopy inspection before flight.  

Section L (6) states:
6, Check that your canopy closes and latches properly on both sides. If in doubt, add a secondary 
latching system as recommended by the Australian CAA. If your canopy does open in flight, keep 
your hands on the controls, lower your speed to approximately 60 knots, keep flying the aircraft and
land as soon as practicable. 

WARNING: Do not try to close the canopy in flight: Fly the aircraft!

The PRE-FLIGHT CHECKLIST 
http://zenithair.com/zodiac/xl/data/601XL-PRE-FLIGHT-INSPECTION-Feb-2010.pdf
Canopy section # 276 to # 284 discusses the latching systems, # 310, check that your canopy 
closes and latches properly on both sides. If in doubt, add a secondary latching system as 
recommended by the Australian CAA. If your canopy does open in flight, keep your hands on the 
controls, lower your speed to approximately 60 knots, keep flying the aircraft and land as soon as 
practicable. 
WARNING: Do not try to close the canopy in flight: Fly the aircraft!
 
ACTION:
Since each aircraft is manufactured by an individual, it could be possible that there are differences 
in the canopy installation of each aircraft. Therefore, Zenair is recommending that owners of a CH 
601 and CH 650 series aircraft complete the installation of a secondary latching system, as 
recommended by the Australian CAA 13 January 2009. 

Update your POH to include similar warnings and instructions as the AMD 601 POH. 

Update your POH for the secondary latch use. Update your Service Manual and other required 
manuals. 

When installing, use the aircraft Design Standards manual, aircraft blue prints, and FAR 43.13-1B &
2B if required.

Remember to check www.newplane.com for all the latest service documentation.
For additional information contact Zenair Ltd.

ZENAIR LTD, HURONIA AIRPORT, MIDLAND, ONTARIO, CANADA L4R 4K8 
TEL:(705) 526-2871 - FAX:(705)526-8022   
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Comment by Phill Barnes on May 9, 2013 on www.  Zenith.aero  

“A secondary latch is mandatory in Australia. Here is what I did using a sailing boat rope cleat. It's model is a 

Spinlock PXR0206 and a 6mm rope. Flick the rope firmly rearward to lock and forward to release”.
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